
BLET REVISION COMMITTEE  

MEETING MINUTES 

April 12, 2013 

Nash Community College 

Rocky Mount, NC 
 

Jennifer Fisher thanked Wayne Lamm for hosting the April 12, 2013 BLET Revision Committee meeting.  

Mrs. Fisher called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Members and guests introduced themselves.  Janet 

Dunn called the roll.   

 

Members Present: 

 

Mack Creson 

Craig Worley  

Jason Godwin 

Louis Ingram 

Wrenn Johnson 

Wayne Lamm 

Andrew Lentz (representing Sammy Turner) 

Steve Warren 

Nancy Bennett (arrived @ 10:15 a.m.) 

Mark Lane (arrived @ 10:15 am) 

 

Ex-Officio members Present: 

 

Pam Pope, CJ Standards Division 

Trevor Allen, CJ Standards Division 

Autumn Hanna, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 

 

Staff Present: 

 

Jennifer Fisher, NC Justice Academy 

Wayne Ayers, NC Justice Academy 

Gary Dudley, NC Justice Academy 

Janet Dunn, NC Justice Academy 

 

Visitors Present: 

 

Greg Whitley, Knightdale Police Department 

Tracy McPherson, NC Community College System 

Aaron Vassey, Cleveland Community College 

 

Mrs. Fisher asked for approval or correction of the October 12, 2012 meeting minutes.  Wayne Lamm 

made a motion to approve the minutes.  Louis Ingram seconded. Motion carried; unanimous approval.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Cooper Assessment - Purpose 

 

Mrs. Fisher discussed the purpose of the Cooper Assessment contained within the Physical Fitness 

program.  Mrs. Fisher asked for some guidance from the Academy’s physical fitness expert, who advised 

that it was a necessary diagnostic tool for instructors and a progress report for both instructors and 

students on the effectiveness of the PT program and the students’ efforts.  Without this tool, it would be 

very difficult to write exercise prescriptions or help students overcome weaknesses.   



 

Formatting Revision Project 

 

This revision cycle will conclude the second half of the formatting of all lesson plans being converted to 

the new formatting and removal of special characters left behind from previous program software.      

 

Safety Briefing Forms (Gary Dudley) 

 

Mr. Dudley discussed the reasoning behind the revisions of the safety briefing forms and the removal of 

the safety form for Firearms and Hazardous Materials.  It was thought it was best to place the safety 

guidelines in those blocks of instruction that contain scenarios, where students would be role playing or 

other outside parties may be coming in for role playing during the practical exercises. Domestic Violence, 

Patrol Techniques, Techniques of Traffic Law Enforcement, Rapid Deployment, and In-Custody were 

considered because they do actually role play. The form contains duties that are responsible to the 

instructor, so there should be a place for the instructor as well as the students to sign.  All parties involved 

have an obligation.   

 

The terminology of “red guns” is being changed to a more neutral language, i.e., training weapons, etc., in 

an attempt to prevent vendor discrimination.  The terminology of “red primer cap ammunition” is also 

being changed to “force on force training aids,” such as marking ammunition, to clarify the meaning.  The 

instructor signature on the safety briefing form will be included on the same form that is signed by the 

students.  This will ensure accountability by all parties.  It was determined that the proposed terminology 

would be compiled and forwarded to committee members via e-mail for an electronic vote.  All members 

were in agreement.  

 

Mrs. Fisher noted that the “red gun” terminology can be found in the academic checklist, safety briefing 

forms, as well as within the curriculum.   Members expressed concerns over the safety of a type of 

weapon to be used; permanently disabling—removal of firing pin deeming it a nonfunctioning gun.  Mrs. 

Fisher advised that she can email the terminology to be used for review and revision approval by the 

Committee.  The safety briefing forms will be removed from the Firearms and Hazardous Materials 

blocks.  Firearms and Hazardous Materials do not actually contain role-playing, therefore, it was deemed 

unnecessary to include safety briefing forms.   

 

Mental Illness Update 

 

Mrs. Fisher advised that this block was implemented in July 2012.  Since then, in November 2012, she 

requested that all School Directors participate in a survey monkey survey to obtain feedback.  Only two 

community colleges responded, with positive feedback. 

 

The name change to Individuals with Mental Illness is still pending. 

 

Curriculum Revisions 

 

ABC Law Procedures:  Review of the block was conducted by Pat Forbis, NC Alcohol Law 

Enforcement, recommending several minor changes.  Page 20, I. Lottery Laws, is still a part of subsection 

C. (page 12), which breaks up the flow of the lesson plan.  Members recommend moving “Lottery Law” 

before the cigarettes content (Tobacco Purchasing Laws).  Wayne Lamm made a motion to accept the 

revisions and the movement of the Lottery Laws information.  Louis Ingram seconded.  Motion carried.      

 

Anti-Terrorism:  Minor revisions were made.  Information about the Sovereign Citizen Movement was 

included.  Video that was used in in-service was provided to the members in their pre-meeting materials 

packet.  Mack Cresson made a motion to accept the revisions.  Wrenn Johnson seconded.  Motion 

carried.  

 



Arrest, Search and Seizure:  Clarification on the right to bear arms information (page 19).  Wrenn 

Johnson made a motion.  Steve Warren seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Civil Process:  Contracted with Susan Moore (subject matter expert) to review and write 

recommendations for revisions.  These are her recommendations; constituting a major revision.  Ms. 

Moore is also recommending a revised video (will not occur this revision).  Handouts were updated with 

the current AOC forms.  Jason Godwin made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Wayne Lamm 

seconded.  Motion carried.   
 

∗ Additional revisions (section was revisited) 

• Critical Thinking Skills scenario – Revisions are recommended by Susan Moore. 

• What does the Clerk of Superior Court do? – Susan Moore recommended this be removed.  

Louis Ingram made a motion to accept the additional revisions to the handouts as presented.  

Wayne Lamm seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Communication Skills for LEO:  Revisions made to ensure that the lesson plan and PowerPoint mirror 

each other and to ensure formatting is consistent; involves instructor notes and special characters.  Jason 

Godwin made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Nancy Bennett seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Controlled Substances: Kelly Page, NC State Bureau of Investigations, to review this block.  She 

recommended the different forms of how to cook meth that has changed over the years.  Also included 

was information about packaging evidence and submission.  Wrenn Johnson made a motion to accept the 

proposed revisions.  Louis Ingram seconded.  Motion carried.   

 
Course Orientation:  Revised to show the new phone numbers and instructor notes.  Steve Warren made 

a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Wayne Lamm seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Crime Prevention Techniques:  Revisions included formatting, grammatical, typographical errors.  

Louis Ingram made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Wrenn Johnson seconded.  Motion 

carried.   
 

Crowd Management:  Revisions comprised of instructor notes.  Nancy Bennett made a motion to accept 

the proposed revisions.  Wrenn Johnson seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Dealing With Victims and the Public:  Maria Fryer, Governor’s Crime Prevention, (subject matter 

expert) was asked to review the block and make recommendations; these were included in the information 

packet.  Ms. Fryer suggested that the title be changed to Responding to Victims and the Public.  Concerns 

were expressed regarding the use of an individual’s name within the lesson plan, suggesting that the 

“position” be addressed instead.  Autism video was updated (2000 to 2010) and a copy was provided to 

each member within their information packet.   

 

∗ Curriculum revisions include striking the name of the individual within the instructor note (#5), 

replacing with just the Autism Society.  Steve Warren made a motion to accept the revisions to 

include striking the name.  Mark Lane seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

∗ Name change:  Louis Ingram made a motion to accept the name change as presented.  Craig 

Worley seconded.  Motion carried.   

 
Domestic Violence Response:  Revision will include “training weapon(s)” terminology change—based 

upon electronic vote—as well as the revised safety briefing form.  Wayne Lamm made a motion to accept 

the proposed revisions.  Mack Creson seconded.  Motion carried.   

 
Elements of Criminal Law:  Revised instructor note regarding a statute terminology update.  Jason 

Godwin made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Wrenn Johnson seconded.  Motion carried.    



 

Explosives & Hazardous Materials Emergencies:  Revisions include instructor notes and removal of 

the safety briefing form.  Louis Ingram made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Mark Lane 

seconded.  Motion carried.   

 
Firearms:  Verbiage change regarding ammunition and removal of the safety briefing form, as well as 

the reference to the form within the instructor notes page.  Concern was expressed and discussion held 

regarding the term “staples.”  Mack Creson made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Mark Lane                      

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
First Responder:  Revisions included formatting and instructor notes.  Wayne Lamm made a motion to 

accept the proposed revisions.  Nancy Bennett seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Interviews:  Field and In-Custody:  Revision includes instructor notes and making content consistent 

throughout.  Formatting  

 

∗ Question(s):   

First instructor note [This lesson plan must be presented by an instructor currently certified by the 

North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards Commission as a General 

Instructor.] – Included in all blocks of instruction?   

∗ Yes, it is and is specific to that particular block of instruction.  For a specialized block, it 

will indicate a specialized ___ (for example: Physical Fitness) instructor is required to 

teach that block.  At part of the formatting project (to be completed this revision cycle), 

all 36 blocks will have, as number one, the instructor requirement statement.   

 

Louis Ingram made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Wrenn Johnson seconded.  Motion 

carried. 
 

In-Custody Transportation:  Revisions include the academic checklist and the safety briefing form 

(which are revised specific to the block for which they apply).  Discussion ensued regarding a statement 

on page 42; “An officer must release the double-locking system before removing the handcuffs.  This is 

accomplished by inserting the handcuff key into the keyway and turning it counter clockwise.  The key is 

then turned clockwise to open the handcuff jaws.”  This is only true if the handcuffs are put on properly; 

single edge up.   Recommendation to change the wording to “opposite of the release mechanism” or 

remove the sentence(s) altogether.  Committee members agreed that the paragraph should be changed to 

read:  “An officer must release the double-locking system before removing the handcuffs.” 

 

Steve Warren made a motion to accept the proposed revisions, to include the additional text revision 

regarding handcuffs.  Mark Lane seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Juvenile Law Procedures:  Revisions include recommendations from Jim Deloatch, Juvenile Justice 

(subject matter expert).  This is a major revision with changes to training objectives, lesson plan content, 

and includes a reduction in hours from 10 to 8 (these 2 hours to be added to Patrol Techniques).  

Discussion was held as to whether reducing the number of hours would allow enough time to cover the 

block – was there enough content removed to warrant a reduction in hours?  The newly revised content 

was more “friendlier,” possibly making it easier to deliver.  Wayne Lamm made a motion to accept the 

proposed revisions.  Steve Warren seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Pope discussed with the Committee the possibility of considering piloting the block under the new 8 

hour recommendation.  This would help ensure that the block could be taught within the allotted time.  

After much discussion, Ms. Fisher inquired if the consensus of the Committee was to remain as 

previously voted.  Members advised that they would support the subject matter expert’s recommendation.      

   

Motor Vehicle Law:  Ike Avery (subject matter expert) to review and make recommendations to the 

block.  This will be a major revision since it entails changes to training objectives and content.  Mr. Avery 



provided an additional handout (provided to the members at the meeting) entitled, “Motor Vehicle Law – 

BLET Outline.”  First couple pages provides an outline of the actual lesson plan, with an index of all the 

handouts (pages 5 – end are recommended additional handouts).  The study guide questions have not been 

received.  Mr. Avery recommended revising 7 of the 8 videos in this block; this will not be done this 

revision cycle.   

 

The revisions to be considered for approval are Mr. Avery’s recommendations as well as the revised 

handout packet that was provided at the meeting with all the additional handouts, and the two outlines.  

Louis Ingram made a motion to accept the Motor Vehicle Law changes as proposed.  Steve Warren 

seconded.  Motion carried.       

 
Patrol Techniques:  Revisions are minor in nature with regards to content and the safety briefing form.  

An increase of hours is proposed – from 26 to 28 hours; the addition of 2 hours resulting from the 

reduction of 2 hours from the Juvenile Law Procedures block.    

 

∗ Mr. Warren noted several areas of concern within the Patrol Techniques lesson plan, ranging 

from a missing video on the DVD to verbiage that may not be clearly understood — “Force 

option continuum tunnel vision – Presumed compliance creates hesitation.  The ‘psychological 

inertia’ brought on by denial and lack of preparation will create stagnation in the theoretical force 

option continuum.  Result:  Loss of self-control.”  He provided documentation of these areas to 

Mrs. Fisher for consideration in the next revision cycle. 

 

Steve Warren made a motion to accept the current proposed revisions.  Wayne Lamm seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Physical Fitness Training:  Revision made to the “red gun” terminology in the POPAT handout.  Mrs. 

Fisher inquired if the Committee would like to table this revision pending the terminology change as 

previously discussed.  Committee members were in agreement.   

 
Preparing for Court and Testifying in Court:  Revisions included instructor notes and formatting for 

consistency.  Louis Ingram made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Wrenn Johnson seconded.  

Motion carried. 

   

Rapid Deployment:  Revisions include terminology about the training guns, the safety briefing form.  

Terminology pending regarding “red gun” as previously discussed.  Mack Lane made a motion to accept 

the proposed revisions to the formatting, academic checklist, and safety briefing form.  Steve Warren 

seconded.  Motion carried 

 
Sheriff Responsibilities: Court Duties:  Revisions include instructor notes and formatting issues.  Jason 

Godwin made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Louis Ingram seconded.  Motion carried.   

    

SCAT:  Revisions are formatting issues and the academic checklist.   

 

∗ Committee members discussed concerns of seeing a deviation in delivery of SCAT; agencies 

doing things differently.  Mrs. Pope also commented on the areas of testing and deficiencies.  

Mrs. Fisher inquired if the Committee would like to table this discussion until the next meeting to 

allow time for discussion with their staff.  Committee members agreed.   

 

Jason Godwin made a motion to accept the current revisions.  Louis Ingram seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Technique of Traffic Law Enforcement:  Revisions are instructor notes, safety briefing form, and 

updated version of the handout.    Wrenn Johnson made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Jason 

Godwin seconded. Motion carried. 

   



Traffic Crash Investigation:  Revisions includes clarification of statute under definition of reportable 

crash.  Mack Creson made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Wayne Lamm seconded.  Motion 

carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
UNC School of Government Request for Feedback 

 

Elements book formatting has been changed.  The Arrest, Search and Seizure book, supplement just came 

out.  UNC School of Government is trying to obtain feedback to determine if there is something that they 

need to do differently.  Only negative feedback received was about the cost. 

 

CJ Training & Standards Administrative Code Proposal Feedback Request (Pam Pope) 

 

When using guest instructors to supplement training, there seems to be a lot of confusion on what it really 

means.  There was a request that CJ look at modifying their rule on guest instructors; thus the handout 

that Jennifer provided.  CJ would like to get your idea on if you suggest that guest participants in BLET 

be changed to “is permitted” as long as there is something to direct onsite supervision.  Previously, it was 

only to compliment the instructor.  But, this would be to actually have the expert teach and the instructor 

sits at the back of the class and supervises the expert in teaching. The expert is not a certified instructor.  I 

am bringing this to you all for your advisement to see whether you believe this is beneficial to the system.  

In other words, we change it where you have school directors there and they look after the onsite, direct 

supervision but you can have somebody who is an expert.   

 

Several committee members expressed their concerns over letting an expert teach an entire class.  After 

much discussion, the consensus of the Committee was to keep it as it currently exists without the changes.      

 

DIVISIONS’ REPORTS 

 

Criminal Justice Standards Division Report (Pam Pope/Trevor Allen) 

 

∗ Driver’s History Inquiries – 9B.0227 – number of points (minimum of four (4) within 3 years) 

Is this for instructor training or when an individual is teaching?  There was much discussion 

surrounding this issue.  School Directors should check for driver license by asking the person to 

bring it (DCI or DMV record) with them?  Per Mr. Dudley, he advised that according to 

Administrative Code, that in order to go to the school, you must maintain a minimum of 4 points 

in a 3-year period.  Former field reps and CJ Standards implied that if you had to have that, then 

you must have it to maintain it.  Unless it’s changed, the problem with DCI printing, it can’t leave 

your agency; that’s an SBI violation.  So they cannot submit a DCI document; they have to go 

through DMV.   

∗ Vacancies ongoing resulting in a shift of duties.  However, some positions have been filled.  

Trevor Allen has taken Theresa Marrella’s responsibilities – rules coordinator, BLET, SDs 

∗ Student use of cameras, cell phone, etc. (used in videotaping) during class.  There was much 

discussion among the members regarding this topic.  Several commented that cell phones, 

cameras, etc. are not allowed during class/practical exercises/end-of-block testing.  Videos have 

been discovered on YouTube.   

∗ Mr. Allen advised that when completing a Pre-Delivery, the School Director should list all 

instructors that could possibly be used.  Lead instructor is required.   

∗ Developing exam for online – will show your testing booklet number, date, and grade.  Once you 

pass the course, then you obtain certification.   

 

Legal Counsel’s Report 

 

David Shick was unable to attend.  No report submitted. 



 

Sheriffs’ Standards Division Report (Autumn Hanna) 

 

∗ Vacancies 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

∗ Mack Creson – Pre-assaultive indicators – Upon review of dash-cam videos, officers killed by an 

assailant, the assailant displayed pre-assaultive indicators. 

∗ Firearms – consider the addition of combat training  

∗ Wayne Ayers commented that in 2014, there is a 2 hour block that includes information on pre-

assaultive and deceptive behaviors.    

 

FUTURE MEETING DATES/LOCATIONS 

 
� July 12, 2013 – Morehead City Police Department, Morehead City, NC 

 

� October 11, 2013 – Western Piedmont Comm. College, Morganton, NC  meeting location was 

changed to Morehead City Police Department, Morehead City, NC 

 

 

Steve Warren made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Mark Lane seconded.  The motion was 

approved.  Meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully,        Date: 

 

Janet Dunn        May 16, 2013 

Program Assistant 

North Carolina Justice Academy 

 

Revised by:  Janet Dunn       Date revised:  October 30, 2013 


