
BLET REVISION COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

October 10, 2014 
Morehead City Police Department 

Morehead City, NC 
 

Jennifer Fisher called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. and thanked Chief Wrenn Johnson, Morehead 
City PD, for hosting the October 10, 2014 BLET Revision Committee meeting.  Members and guests 
introduced themselves.  Janet Dunn called the roll.   
 
Members Present: 
 
Rick Barney 
Nancy Bennett 
Mack Creson 
Wrenn Johnson 
Wayne Lamm 
Jeffrey Robinson 
Randy Shepherd 
Sammy Turner 
Aaron Vassey 
Steve Warren 
Craig Worley 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present: 
 
Steve Combs, CJ Standards Division 
Alex Setzer, CJ Standards Division (representing Trevor Allen) 
Whitney Belich, NC Department of Justice 
 
Ex-Officio Members Absent: 
 
Julia Lohman, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
Autumn Hanna, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Jennifer Fisher, NC Justice Academy 
Janet Dunn, NC Justice Academy 
Mark Strickland, NC Justice Academy 
Gary Dudley, NC Justice Academy 
 
Visitors Present: 
 
Kenny Weatherington, NC Community Colleges (representing Tracy McPherson) 
Nathan Mizzell, Nash Community College 
James Gaskill, Morehead City Police Department 
 
Mrs. Fisher began the meeting by announcing those members whose terms were to expire December 2014 
and have accepted a three-year reappointment; Nancy Bennett, Wrenn Johnson.  She further advised that 
Jason Godwin is retiring and in his absence, Rick Barney has accepted the appointment for his position, 
as well as a three-year appointment once Jason Godwin’s appointment expires at the end of this year 
(December 2014).  Louis Ingram is no longer with Cabarrus County Sheriff’s Office, and Aaron Vassey is 
assuming Mr. Ingram’s position which is to expire December 2015.  Mrs. Fisher provided some 
background information for Mr. Rick Barney and Mr. Aaron Vassey.   



OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Approval of July 11, 2014 meeting minutes 

 
Steve Warren made the motion to accept the minutes as written.  Randy Shepherd seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 

 POPAT Re-validation Project 
 

The implementation process changed from what the Committee proposed.  At the July 11, 2014 
meeting, the Committee proposed an implementation date of January 1st; however, during the 
April 2014 E&T meeting, concerns of obtaining the equipment prior to the January 1st 
implementation date surfaced, so it was decided to postpone the implementation date to July 1, 
2015.  There is a second option that was approved; any agency who obtains the equipment 
associated with the new POPAT may request pilot authority to begin administering the new 
POPAT prior to the July 1st implementation date.  All BLET school directors have been sent an 
email asking anyone interested in requesting pilot authority through the CJ Commission to inform 
Mrs. Fisher.  She is collecting those agency names now that will be presented at the November 
E&T meeting for pilot authority approval to begin the new POPAT prior to July 1st.  In the new 
POPAT instructional guidelines, there is a list of vendors to choose from, and the guidelines were 
developed to assist instructors in understanding the process.   
 
For the July 1, 2014 discs, there will be a folder titled “POPAT” and then there are two folders 
inside of that one – titled January 2015 and July 2015.  These lesson plans will vary slightly, 
because one will be specific to the current POPAT in January – unless they receive pilot authority 
– and then another version for the pilot authority – effective July 1st.  There are two sets of lesson 
plans, two sets of handouts, but only one PPT – as the PPT was not affected since the slide title is 
shown as “POPAT.”   
 
Video list will have a new physical fitness video.  There will be a new physical fitness assessment 
video, which is not affected by the new POPAT implementation.  Then, there will be two POPAT 
videos on the DVD.  Again, it will be displayed as January and July implementation dates 
accordingly. 
 
Mr. Alex Setzer advised that his office has been tasked with the responsibility of inspecting every 
community college’s new POPAT before July 1, and recommends that schools get their 
equipment as quickly as possible, so that they can perform the inspection. 
 
Mrs. Fisher has received five (5) requests for pilot authority; Wake Technical Community 
College, Stanly Community College, N.C. Wildlife Commission, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police 
Department, and Nash Community College.  She recommends that agencies who are waiting to 
receive their equipment before requesting pilot authority can submit their name for approval and 
then if the equipment is not received in time to start the new POPAT under the pilot authority, 
they just revert back to the current version.  Members advised that several of the vendors had 
indicated an equipment delivery timeframe of 6 – 8 weeks. 

 
 First Responder curriculum review committee 

 
The Committee has been working to revamp the block and are considering removing the details 
concerning anatomy and physiology, respiratory system, digestive system, etc., to make it more 
first responder specific to the American Heart Association or Red Cross or National Health and 
Safety Council First Responder program, and adding in some tactical/medical procedures; 
providing emergency care under duress, under fire, protecting your weapon(s) while providing 
medical treatment, decontamination of OC spray, and removal of Taser probes.  These would be 
items more specific to the roles as a law enforcement officer.  These changes should not affect the 



number of hours, just reorganization of the structure.  Any feedback on this material should be 
directed toward Mrs. Fisher or the members of the First Responder review committee.  There will 
be some equipment associated with it; quick clot, demonstration tourniquets, etc.  In April, if not 
prior, Mrs. Fisher anticipates being able to present revisions to the BLET Revision Committee for 
review.   
 

 Equipment – Academy possession or access (Alex Setzer) 
 
It was added to the Course Management Guide (CMG) about a year ago that the Academy’s did 
not have to possess the equipment, but needed accesses to certain pieces of equipment.   
 
Mr. Setzer advised that during recent accreditation renewals, it was discovered that the language 
“own or have access to” was predominate in 28 of the blocks.  This ultimately means that a 
community college could borrow cars, weapons, etc. from a neighboring agency.  The concern is, 
what happens when there is no longer access to the equipment?  And, will the course continue to 
be run and forego the equipment that they couldn’t obtain?  How would that affect the 
presentation of the block of instruction for those students?  There are concerns that this could 
have a huge impact on the BLET program.  An informed decision needs to be made; is that the 
route that needs to be taken? 
 
Mr. Steve Combs advised that based upon some previous conversations, Mr. Steve Johnson 
understands that there is a concern and that it may need a change.  Mrs. Fisher added that her 
understanding is that the CMG is governed under administrative code, but as far as revisions to 
the CMG, that does not have to go through an approval process, as it is updated at every cycle to 
support the revisions that are being made.   
 
Mrs. Fisher requested a vote be taken on record concerning the equipment since it will be 
impacting all community colleges.  Mr. Wayne Lamm inquired if this included the range, driving 
pad, and like items with a facility agreement.  Mr. Alex Setzer informed that there was no issue 
with the facilities, it was just the equipment.   
 
Mr. Jeffery Robinson expressed his concerns over safety with borrowing equipment rather than 
possessing your own.  Mr. Steve Warren added that there is also concern over automobile 
insurance coverage for those agencies/students using borrowed vehicles.     
 
Mr. Mark Strickland reminded the members that there were several options concerning this 
matter; they can 1) take a vote; 2) table it until the meeting is held between Mr. Steve Johnson 
and Mr. Trevor Allen; 3) or keep it the way it is currently.  Mrs. Fisher advised that it could be 
tabled for now, pending the upcoming meeting, and the material sent to the members 
electronically for review and vote, in hopes that it would still be implemented with the January 
2015 implementation date. 
 
Mr. Setzer suggested an attachment to the CMG outlining all the equipment, providing a quick 
access point for school directors and qualified assistants, to see what is required. 
 
Mrs. Fisher inquired if it was the consensus of the Committee to table the topic for now pending 
the outcome of the meeting, and then vote on it electronically once all the information is 
available.  Committee agreed. 
 

 Curriculum Revisions 
 

Physical Fitness Training:  Addressed earlier in the meeting; however, to review, there will be 
two different lesson plans, two sets of videos, two sets of handouts associated with the January 
2015 implementation information (the current POPAT) and the second version being the July 
2015 implementation (Pilot Authority version). 



 
Randy Shepherd made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Steve Warren 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Arrest Search & Seizure:  Mr. Dave Shick’s name was removed and replaced with Mr. Rick 
Brown on the handout that discusses the Identification Reform Act. 
 

Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Nancy Bennett 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Field Notetaking and Report Writing:  Added an instructor note about retaining copies of the 
written exercises in the student’s permanent file; acronym DCI was changed to DCIN – except 
for the forms which remains as DCI-XXX. 
 

Randy Shepherd made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Rick Barney seconded.  
Motion carried. 

 
Juvenile Law & Procedures:  Updated the information on the definition of felony child abuse 
and the felony levels for each of the violations; updated the acronym DCI to DCIN, and made 
statutory update(s). 
 

Mack Creson made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Randy Shepherd 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Fingerprinting & Photographing Arrestees:  Added an instructor note about the retention of the 
practical exercises – the rolling of the fingerprints; updated information on DNA; acronym DCI 
changed to DCIN; added resource listed in the academic checklist, DNA Database Act of 2010. 
 
**Mr. Steve Warren commented that he had received feedback that the block was loaded with 
juvenile information (e.g., fingerprinting juveniles).  Mrs. Fisher advised that it would be good to 
review it for content.  Mr. Aaron Vassey also noted that the lesson plan doesn’t have Mrs. 
Fisher’s credentials as other blocks; to be added for consistency.   
 

Aaron Vassey made a motion to accept the revisions as presented, with addition of Mrs. 
Fisher’s credentials as noted.  Randy Shepherd seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
ABC Law and Procedures: ABC Law is now a part of NC Department of Public Safety which 
resulted in lesson plan revision(s); added instructions regarding the three (3) uniform citations 
that the students are required to complete; updated the statutory definition of open containers, 
when it applies and does not apply in a public vehicular area as stated in the statute; updated the 
list of statutes in the handouts so that they are all current. 
 
** Mr. Aaron Vassey also noted that the lesson plan doesn’t have Mrs. Fisher’s credentials as 
other blocks; to be added for consistency.   
 

Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented, with addition of Mrs. 
Fisher’s credentials as noted.  Rick Barney seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Motor Vehicle Law:  Error in the video with regards to the width of motor vehicles so it is in the 
process of being corrected and a complimentary copy will be sent to the school directors with the 
BLET CD/memo; updated the move over law to match the statute – failure to heed lights and 
siren of emergency vehicles, etc. covered by the statute; updated the content related to an officer 
proceeding through intersections, stop signs, etc. when responding to calls and the liability 
associated to match the current laws; updated the open containers information addressed in the 
MV Law as opposed to the ABC Law block.   



 
Mack Creson made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Sammy Turner seconded.  
Motion carried. 

 
Techniques of Traffic Law Enforcement: Added information about retaining the uniform 
citation in the instructor notes; updated the traffic stops handout from UNC School of 
Government; proposing to remove the 1995 Greensboro Police Department wording from 
citations (outdated). 
 

Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Randy Shepherd 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Individuals with Mental Illness or Developmental Disabilities: Video title is going to change 
only – once titled “Responding to [Individuals with] Mental Illness or Mental Retardation” to 
“Individuals with Mental Illness or Developmental Disabilities.”  Mrs. Fisher inquired of Mr. 
Alex Setzer if the title change for the video will present an auditing issue.  Mr. Setzer requested 
that both titles be listed on the equipment list; a short note as a reminder.  Some of the legal 
information has changed with regards to completing involuntary commitment orders and is 
currently being revised.  An instructor note was added to the lesson plan advising that the 
documents are not up-to-date and that the instructor needs to create their own until the newly 
revised samples and language can be distributed. 
 

Nancy Bennett made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Rick Barney seconded.  
Motion carried. 

 
Crowd Management (Mr. Gary Dudley presented the revisions):   
 
Removed: 

• Mobile tactics (outdated and dangerous for new recruits with limited skills) 
• Crowd size estimator 
• Portion of chemical agents information that was written at an instructor level 
• Video (no longer available), but recommended that the instructor provide current video(s) 
• Practical exercise times 

 
Consolidated the duties (with violent and non-violent situations); updated the handouts with 
general statutes – some new, amended, and repealed affected; replaced formation handouts for 
clarity; recommends that shields be optional – it is left up to the individual agencies and 
community colleges (it remains in the CMG, 1 shield per 2 students) 
 
Added: 

• Section about protestor devices (fracking and Moral Monday protests) 
• Practical exercise evaluation sheet 

 
Mr. Randy Shepherd inquired if the definitions of “sleeping dragons” and “dragon sleeve” are 
included so that the student knows what they are.  Is it important for the student to know what 
they are or just the term?  Mr. Dudley advised that the student will be able to identify what they 
are due to pictures provided by the General Assembly, NC Highway Patrol, and the Railroad 
Police that displays these devices in use.   
 

Steve Warren made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Sammy Turner seconded.  
Motion carried. 

  
Civil Process:  Statutory updates regarding monies associated with civil cases; added information 
about restraining orders and injunctions; added information on civil no contact orders; added 



procedures to enforce writs of possession and summary ejectment actions.   
 

Randy Shepherd made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Sammy Turner 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Rapid Deployment: Updated information with more recent cases, removed the older ones; 
updated information about the priorities of the officer as far as the order of events; defined the 
various teams and their responsibilities; added the school system component so the officer will be 
aware of what to expect from the school system’s employees; added a note (included in instructor 
as well as student lesson plans) “Prior to 2014, school systems were asked to adopt a two placard 
card system.  A green card indicated ‘OK.’ A red card indicated ‘Immediate Need.’  Schools may 
now be phasing out green cards and just utilizing red cards as needed.  Check with your 
employing agency about what card procedure your local school system utilizes.”  Added to the 
handout section is a copy of the Critical Incident Response for Schools, Faculty, and Staff. 
 

Rick Barney made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Mack Creson seconded.  
Motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Practical Skills Form:  Discussions have been held regarding instructor notes concerning the retention of 
practical skills, whether it is uniform citation, field sketches, triangulation method, etc., providing the 
instructor more information about the need to retain in the student’s records for auditing purposes.  A 
discussion was previously held about whether there was a need to create additional practical exercise 
evaluation forms to show that the student has participated, been proficient, etc. or whatever the level of 
proficiency is expected for that particular skill.  Mr. Trevor Allen requested that the Committee revisit 
this area to determine if this is the direction the Committee would like to move toward, or if there is a 
further need.   
 
Mr. Setzer expressed a concern with the school directors’ student files having the proper documentation 
that whatever practical skills were required was performed and the documentation is present in the student 
file.  The audit list is created from the instructor notes indicating what is required.  The two areas missed 
most often are not having the ABC citations and the PIQs.  However, Mr. Setzer feels with the addition of 
the instructor note that it will correct the issue.   
 
Civil Process (Testing):  Mr. Robinson expressed the concern that the material contained on the state 
exam was covered within the curriculum.  Although Mrs. Fisher has not seen the state exam, it is her 
understanding that the larger blocks are going to have more questions.  For example, Civil Process, one of 
the larger blocks, is a 24-hour block so it has more questions.  The exam questions are training objective 
based; meaning, the questions come strictly from the training objectives.  Mr. Combs confirmed that the 
questions are derived from the training objectives.  Discussions are being held and staff is in the 
beginning stages of looking at possibly revamping the state exam.  Mrs. Fisher noted that as revisions are 
made, they are compared against the state exam to ensure that no questions were impacted by the 
revisions and, if so, then the necessary changes are made.   
 
DIVISIONS’ REPORTS 
 

Criminal Justice Standards Division Report (Alex Setzer) 
 
• Any issues have been previously addressed. 

 
Sheriffs’ Standards Division Report  
 
• No report.  Autumn Hanna/Julia Lohman were unable to attend. 



 
 
 
Legal Counsel’s Report (Whitney (Hendrix) Belich) 
 
• No report. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

               
Future Meeting Dates/Locations 

 
 January 9, 2015 – Cleveland Community College, Shelby, NC 
 April 10, 2015 – Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office, Bolivia, NC 
 July 10, 2015 – Fayetteville Police Department, Fayetteville, NC 
 October 2, 2015 – Morehead City Police Department, Morehead City, NC 

 
PT lesson plan:  Mr. Aaron Vassey suggested that the PT lesson plan be updated since it contains old 
sources and references.  Ms. Belich advised that the lesson plan is currently under revision.     
 
Driver Advisory Committee:  Mrs. Fisher advised that the Driver Advisory Committee will be 
meeting and is expected to present their proposed revisions in April 2015 for implementation July 
2015 if the approval process is complete.  Some of the changes have to do with safety spacing around 
courses.  If interested, you can reach out to those committee members for more information. 
  
Adjournment 
 
Randy Shepherd made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Sammy Turner seconded.  Motion 
carried.  Meeting adjourned at 11:36 a.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,       Date: 
 
Janet Dunn        October 15, 2014 
Program Assistant 
North Carolina Justice Academy 
 


