
BLET REVISION COMMITTEE MEETING 
NCJA  

Salemburg, NC 
January 20, 2012 

 
Jennifer Fisher called the meeting to order at 10:12 A.M. The meeting was held at The North Carolina 
Justice Academy, Learning Center Room #13, Salemburg, NC.   
 
Mark Strickland welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He iterated the impact that the Committee has on 
the training for future law enforcement in the State of North Carolina.  He thanked everyone for being at 
the meeting and doing all that can be done to make law enforcement better/safer for tomorrow. 
 
Jennifer asked for introductions, including recognized guests, asking that they introduce themselves, 
stating their agency. Susan Thompson called the roll. 
 
Members Present: 
 
Nancy Bennett 
Mack Creson 
Alfred Ellis 
L.A. Ingram 
Wrenn Johnson  
Wayne Lamm 
Mark Lane 
Jeffrey Robinson 
Steve Warren 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present: 
 
Mark Dearry, Criminal Justice Standards Division 
Autumn Hanna, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Jennifer Fisher, NC Justice Academy 
Kristi Jernigan, NC Justice Academy 
Mark Strickland, Director NC Justice Academy 
Wayne Ayers, Deputy Director NC Justice Academy 
Susan Thompson, NC Justice Academy 
 
Visitors Present: 
 
Gordon Knight, Mitchell Community College 
Tina Fleming, Mitchell Community College 
Professor Mark Jones, East Carolina University 
 
 
Jennifer asked for approval or correction of the July 19, 2011 meeting minutes. Wayne Lamm made the 
motion to approve the minutes.  Jeffrey Robinson seconded.  The motion was approved.   
 



OLD BUSINESS 
 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
 
Jennifer informed that they are still diligently working on their revisions, and she is currently performing 
a final review and planning on meeting with them the first week in February 2012 to address formatting 
issues.  Basically, the committee took feedback received from the July presentation and went forth.  
NAMI representatives are looking forward to presenting this information in the April 2012 meeting for 
the approval/recommendation for July 2012.  This revision has been in the works for about 15-16 months.   
 
POPAT Re-Validation Project Update  
 
POPAT is still under legal review.  Staff members have received verbal approval and are awaiting a 
confirmed approval from the DOJ office.   Discussions have been held with Sheriff’s Standard and CJ 
Standards. Once the legal review is completed, a committee will be formed to review the various factors 
of POPAT.        
 
Some questions were brought up to Jennifer before the meeting concerning the members of the Physical 
Fitness Committee, a listing of this was made available.  The physician overseer will be Dr. Glenn Jones 
(CMPD).  John Combs is the Chairperson of this committee. 
 
A lengthy discussion was held where committee members expressed their concerns of the POPAT re-
validation project.  Some concerns expressed include:  (1) the process of being performed indoors and not 
having an indoor facility; (2) storing of equipment and mandatory paperwork; (3) use of bullet-proof vest 
creating issues with sizes, gender fit, sanitizing costs, etc.; (4) community colleges placing themselves in 
a liability situation.  It was suggested that someone from the BLET Revision Committee be on the 
POPAT committee to address some of the concerns being expressed to the BLET Revision Committee.  
Mark Dearry advised he has attended these committee meetings.    
 
Driver Training  
 
Jennifer informed that at the July 2011 meeting, approval was granted for some of the major revisions that 
applied to the legal aspects of the topic; however, it was not effective January 2012 as anticipated.  The 
delay dealt with updating the references and not the content; will go out in July 2012.      
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Supplemental Textbook 
 
Jennifer introduced Professor Mark Jones, author of the textbook “North Carolina’s Criminal Justice 
System,” which she received and passed around the review copy to the committee members.  The cost of 
this book is $27.00 through Carolina Academic Press.  Professor Jones is looking for possible 
consideration of this textbook being employed with Basic Law Enforcement Training.  A packet of 
information including an outline of the chapters and sub-chapters was provided by Jennifer for the 
committee to review.  This text is an overview of the entire criminal justice system and Professor Jones 
realizes the primary purpose of BLET is to train beginning law enforcement officers.  It’s also important 
as well, that police officers understand the entire criminal justice system and more specifically, as it 
relates to North Carolina;  history, law making process,  political process, constitution, as well as an 
overview of law enforcement, corrections, and courts.  The opportunity was given to discuss use of this 
supplemental reading for BLET, or, any follow-up questions for Professor Jones.  Wayne Lamm does not 
see a problem in making this material an option for the students to purchase, making them aware, with the 



current material that is already required; most of the material in this supplemental book is already covered 
in the current BLET training manual.  Nancy Bennett inquired if this book has been used prior to this 2nd 
edition?  The 1st edition was co-authored by Professor Jones (himself) and Paul Knepper in the 90s, 
although it wasn’t used by BLET, but, it was used at community colleges and universities in the state.   
 
Any suggestions for additional reading material to provide to the students would need to come through 
this BLET Revision Committee first for discussion.  Community Colleges already have the authority to 
require additional text and/or make it optional reading at the community college level even if this 
committee decides not to list it as a supplemental text.   
 
Currently, the only required training manual is the BLET manual and any books from The Institute of 
Government, Department of Motor Vehicles, and the General Statutes.  The committee decided to not add 
this as required material to the current training.  Nancy Bennett made the motion and Wrenn Johnson 
seconded.  The motion was approved.    Following the motion, a question rose about how any future 
suggested reading material should be handled.  Director Strickland informed that this or any other book 
would not be endorsed on the BLET webpage, since it is not known what information is being provided. 
  
Resignation/New Appointment 
 
On November 29, 2011, Jennifer Fisher received and accepted a letter of resignation from Kathryn Bryan.  
Ms. Bryan had been a member since December 2007 and advised she enjoyed the opportunity.  Her career 
is now geared toward detention and she is looking forward to giving it the full attention and dedication 
required.  She currently serves on the Detention Officer Certification Course Revision Committee.    
Replacing Kathryn Bryan is Mark Lane from High Point Police Department.  He was employed with the 
Winston Salem Police Department from 1994 to 1997, when he became employed with his current 
employer. Three (3) members were up for their terms to expire December 31, 2011:  Wrenn Johnson, 
Nancy Bennett, and Jason Godwin.  They have accepted their re-appointments. 
 
BLET Revision Policy Review 
 
Looking back through the policy, this was written in 1986 (25 years ago), and this was compared with 
definitions, minor and major revisions, and missions based on the CJ Commissions.  Various changes 
were made to the policy, which was sent electronically, along with a revised copy, both of which were 
also provided at the meeting, indicating the changes that were being made.  One major goal in this change 
is to encourage active participation in the planned meetings that occur. An attendance policy has been 
added which states, “Upon notification of meeting dates, members should indicate their ability to attend 
the meeting through e-mail to the chairperson.  If a member is unable to attend, the member shall 
designate a person to attend as a proxy member of the Committee.  If a member is unable to attend and 
fails to send a proxy member for two consecutive meetings, the member may be asked to step down from 
his position.  Members will hold staggered terms of three years and may be recommended to serve 
consecutive terms.”  It is understood that there will be several situations where members will not be able 
to attend and the acceptance of an e-mail for decision making will be allowed as a proxy.  Wayne Lamm 
made the motion, Steve Warren seconded.  Motion carried.    
 
Formatting Revision Project 
 
Jennifer informed of  an on-going project where NCJA is beginning to reformat all lesson plans, 
primarily, the references, to ensure uniformity with General Instructor Training, DOCC, TCC, and In-
Service.  A second project currently underway involves removing the appearance of “special typing 
characters.” This is a result of converting from WordPerfect originally used to create the documents to the 



current Microsoft Word program.  The documents will remain the same, just typed in Microsoft Word in 
an effort to eliminate these issues.   
 
John Combs is currently working on updating the “Physical Fitness” block of instruction to eliminate the 
“My Pyramid” information, which is now referred to “My Food Plate;” renamed by United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).  Tim Fuss is revising “Sheriff’s Responsibility—The Detention 
Duties,” adding information concerning the “quick dip/quick dunk” program. Gayle Kemp (Legal Center) 
is revising “The Report Writing and Field Notetaking” block of instruction.  Dave Shick (Legal Center) is 
reviewing and adding information to the “Arrest, Search and Seizure” block.  The “Mental Illness” block 
is still under revision.   The last revision underway is “Patrol Techniques—The Unknown Traffic Stop.” 
All of these will be presented at the next BLET revision meeting for approval since these are content 
changes to be implemented in July 2012.  Jennifer had already sent out an e-mail to the School Directors 
regarding the minor revisions that took effect January 1, 2012. One final revision needing approval, in the 
packet distributed, is for “Firearms” (14L).  Instructors are teaching the “Dynamic Stance” within the 
PowerPoint but, originally, the lesson plan did not contain it.  Chad Thompson was consulted to write 
some information to provide in the lesson plan, explaining what the “Dynamic Stance” actually is. Mack 
Creson suggested a change in the language of “shotgun” to “longgun” (page 34) and the description of 
“position of elbows” when holding a weapon (page 35).    Alfred Ellis made the motion and Mack Creson 
seconded, to accept the replacement of the word “shotgun” with “longgun” and “the position of the 
elbows when holding a longgun” compared to the “position when holding a handgun.”  Motion carried.   
 
Criminal Justice Standards Division Report 
 
Mark Dearry stated there was no report. 
 
Sheriffs’ Standards Division Report 
 
Autumn Hanna stated there was no report.   
 
Legal Council Report 
 
Dave Shick was unable to attend. 
 
Other Business 
 
Steve Warren mentioned the discussion of some first responder instructors informing that “Con-Ed” 
(continuing education) is using a different textbook, such as the professional edition like the EMT’s use.  
Mr. Warren advised that they are using the AED CPR with a more student law enforcement related type 
material.  The other form of textbook (more professional version) is more deeply, detail-oriented, but, 
there is a concern of how the students will perform on the state exam.  Mrs. Fisher explained that there are 
different types of CPR courses available.  To meet the requirement for BLET, CPR MUST contain 
breaths and compressions.  Mark Dearry informed that “it must be Airway, Breathing, Compressions = 
ABC” oriented.  This is the standard used in North Carolina administrative code and reviewing their 
minutes, they advocate the “ABC” method, although some have pointed toward “BAC,” it still has to 
maintain “compressions” and “breathing” within the competent skills area for CPR training.  The key is 
you have to ensure the CPR and BLET instructor is First Responder Certified and then a CPR instructor.  
You must ensure that the CPR instructor is utilizing the “ABC” standard.  American Red Cross and 
American Heart Association now have compression method only; however, they still have an “ABC” 
method as well.  In order to be in line with the administrative code for competent skills development 
within BLET, ensure the “breathing” and “compression” method is utilized within your CPR instruction.  
Teresa Marrella (State Test Administrator) has been provided with copies of the changes (at least by “The 



American Heart Association”) that refer to “BAC,” with breathing being performed first, although she is 
aware that The Red Cross has several methods. 
 
Future Meeting Dates/Locations 
 
Tentatively, April 13, 2012:              High Point, N.C. 
 
                     July 13, 2012:               Apex, Asheville, Edneyville, or Salemburg, N.C. 
 
        October 12, 2012:          Morehead City, N.C. 
 
Steve Warren made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Wayne Lamm seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:40 AM. 
 


