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BLET REVISION COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

April 10, 2015 
Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office 

Bolivia, NC 
 

Jennifer Fisher called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and thanked Sammy Turner, Brunswick County 
Sheriff’s Office, for hosting the April 10, 2015 BLET Revision Committee meeting.  Janet Dunn called 
the roll and guests introduced themselves.   
 
Members Present: 
 
Rick Barney 
Wayne Lamm 
Jeffrey Robinson 
Randy Shepherd 
Sammy Turner 
Aaron Vassey 
Steve Warren 
Craig Worley 
 
Members Absent: 
 
Nancy Bennett 
Mack Creson 
Wrenn Johnson 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present: 
 
Alex Setzer, CJ Standards Division (representing Trevor Allen) 
Whitney Belich, NC Department of Justice 
 
Ex-Officio Members Absent: 
 
Steve Combs, CJ Standards Division 
Trevor Allen, CJ Standards Division 
Merrily Cheek, CJ Standards Division 
Julia Lohman, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
Autumn Hanna, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
Sirena Jones, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Jennifer Fisher, NC Justice Academy 
Janet Dunn, NC Justice Academy 
Wayne Ayers, NC Justice Academy 
Dan Worley, NC Justice Academy 
John Combs, NC Justice Academy 
Chad Thompson, NC Justice Academy 
 
Visitors Present: 
 
Tracy McPherson, NC Community Colleges  
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Approval of October 10, 2014 meeting minutes 

 
Wayne Lamm made the motion to accept the minutes as written.  Sammy Turner seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 

 POPAT Re-validation Project Modification (presented by John Combs) 
 

Mr. Combs addressed the Committee regarding the proposed lesson plan and handout changes 
that were provided to the members for their review.  Mr. Combs advised that upon receiving the 
new POPAT equipment, he was advised that the fence was measuring 52 inches, which meant 
that it was one inch out of compliance.  Conversations were held with the validation committee 
and Mr. Glenn Jones, who headed the project, regarding the measurements.  Mr. Jones was of the 
opinion that +/- 5 would not affect the validation of the course, nor the pass/failure rates, instead 
of +/- 3.  The Re-validation Committee’s recommendation was to change the specs on that 
particular fence to +/- 5 versus +/- 3.  These changes have been made in the instructor notes, 
lesson plan, as well as the check-off form, etc.  
 
The Student Evaluation Form has been redesigned to make it easier for instructors to follow and 
is currently on one sheet.  The Re-validation Committee found that the changes were easier to 
follow and easier to administer the POPAT and were in favor of the new form. 
 
Mrs. Fisher further added that the additional revisions to the Physical Fitness block included 
addition of handouts that were part of the validation report – statistical analysis, task analysis 
information – that was not previously included.  It is being included now so that there is no 
information being withheld; however, this information was included in the Pilot version that 
began in January 2015.  Mr. Combs added that it is the entire POPAT final written report index so 
that if there were ever any challenge to it, school directors would have the same information.  The 
Pilot will be over July 1, 2015 and the implementation of the new POPAT – previously voted on 
and approved by E&T.   Mrs. Fisher also noted that there will be a new physical fitness video 
disseminated complimentary of the NC Justice Academy removing the old POPAT and leaving 
just the POPAT that is going into effect July 1, 2015.  
 
Anywhere in the handouts and validation report that currently indicates +/- 3 is being changed to 
+/- 5.  The validation report will contain a revision date on the front so as not to get the Pilot 
version – which does not contain a revision date – confused with the July 1st version. 
  
Sammy Turner made the motion to accept the proposed revisions: modification of the fence to +/- 
5 inches, lesson plan revisions, handout revisions, and the video being revised – removal of the 
old POPAT video.  Randy Shepherd seconded.  No further discussions.  Motion carried. 
 

 Driver Training (presented by Dan Worley) 
 
Mr. Dan Worley addressed the Committee regarding the proposed revisions to the Driver 
Training block of instruction.  The lesson plan contained several revisions.  The areas of the 
lesson plan under revision include: 
 
 Updated citations 
 New language was added to the instructor notes section concerning the requirement of 

safety boundary and safety barrier 
 Surface requirements – should be on asphalt or concrete, similar to the road surface, and 

the entire course must remain on the pavement 
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 Recommendation to use high visibility vests 
 Statistical data updated 
 Backing procedure – scanning corners while backing is permitted; vehicle is equipped 

with manufacture rear-view camera or rear-view sensor technology is permitted. 
 

Cone Course Build Sheets – a booklet that the NC Justice Academy provides – will be updated to 
reflect the new safety boundaries. 
 
Course Description Packet (CDP) – updated to match the lesson plan revisions.  Language will be 
added with regards to the rear-view cameras and backing sensors, scanning corners while 
backing, and the safety boundary barrier and the paved surface requirements. 
 
Mr. Aaron Vassey expressed a concern of the new safety boundary/barriers affecting the existing 
track.  Mr. Alex Setzer, speaking based upon his territory, facilities should be able to readjust the 
track to continue.  Instead of running four at a time, it may have been reduced to two. 
 
Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Steve Warren seconded.  No 
further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

 Firearms (presented by Chad Thompson) 
 
Mr. Chad Thompson advised that there are two main elements the Firearms Committee 
recommended: 
 
1) Nighttime course of fire at the 5 yard line, it is eight (8) rounds total.  First six (6) rounds 

require flashlight use, demonstrating a handheld flash use technique.  Last phase of fire, one 
(1) round, gun goes to slide lock.  Current material is written that it is required to reload with 
two (2) rounds and then have the option of using the flashlight with these two (2) rounds.  
The Firearms Committee is recommending that the flashlight option be eliminated from the 
last two (2) rounds.  

  
2) Dominant and support hand use only proficiency; drawing, reloading, operating.  This gives 

the instructor on the range three (3) options; based on the performance, perceived abilities, 
they may use live ammunition – firing live rounds on the combat course.  If the instructor 
does not feel that the student is proficient and safe enough to do live rounds, they may use 
some type of “force-on-force” simulated less lethal round.  If the instructor does not feel that 
the student is proficient enough to use simulated less lethal rounds, the student may use a flat, 
dummy round that has no ballistic qualities whatsoever. 

  
Mr. Steve Warren posed the question if a student is unable to perform, is it a failure?  Mr. 
Thompson responded that based upon the current recommendations, if they did not meet that 
objective they would receive a deficiency for firearms. 
 
Mrs. Fisher added that in the lesson plan instructor notes, it is clearly written that the instructor is 
to demonstrate it first and then based on proficiency, once the student is proficient with the task, 
the drill may be conducted; so making it an option of live ammunition or some type of less than 
lethal munition, such as interactive marking ammunition or blank.  It must be performed in some 
capacity; at a minimum with blanks.     
 
Rick Barney made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Sammy Turner seconded.  No 
further discussion.  Motion carried. 
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 First Responder Curriculum Review Committee - Update 
 

Mrs. Fisher informed that the Review Committee is very close to finalizing the proposed 
revisions for this block of instruction and will be presenting it to the DOJ legal staff for legal 
review prior to presenting it to the BLET Revision Committee.  It was anticipated it would be 
ready for presentation at this meeting; however, to give legal staff time for their review, it will be 
presented at the next meeting.   
 

 Curriculum Revisions 
 

Mrs. Fisher informed the Committee that a legal review of all BLET blocks is scheduled to be 
conducted over the next two revision cycles.  This will ensure that the curriculum is current with 
a legal review. 
 
Elements of Criminal Law:  Ms. Whitney Belich was asked to conduct a precursory review of 
the block since changes were already being made this revision cycle.  Revision includes statutory 
update – having to do with possession of marijuana. 
 

Randy Shepherd made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Steve Warren 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Motor Vehicle Law:  Some statutory changes were made to the definitions of moped and the 
requirements of registration.  This also affected the new videos that were produced, so a revised 
video will be provided that will match the lesson plan material. 
 

Aaron Vassey made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Sammy Turner seconded. 
No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Domestic Violence Response:  Mrs. Fisher has been working with Ms. Amily McCool, Systems 
Advocacy Coordinator, Domestic Violence Coalition, and this lesson plan is mainly a rewrite and 
is considered a major revision.  Added information about the dynamics of domestic violence, 
helping students understand differences between 50B and 50C and their application, new general 
statutes relating to domestic violence – habitual misdemeanor assault, stalking, intimidating 
witnesses of the state, evidence collection.  Some changes were made to the training objectives, 
but they were not actually changed; instead, some were combined together to make it cleaner.  
The order was changed so that discussions of dynamics are held first before going into 
responding and then statutes. 
 
Two new domestic violence videos were developed.  Links to these videos were emailed to the 
members for them to view; however, some members advised that they were unable to view them.  
Mrs. Fisher had copies of the videos with her and they were distributed to the members.  
 
#1 video:  Contains four (4) victims talking about their survivor stories of living through domestic 
violence trying to help students understand why victims stay in a domestic violence relationship. 
 
#2 video:  A young man, who as a child, grew up in an abusive family – he was never abused, 
witnessing domestic violence.  Now as an adult, he tells his story through a rap song, which 
correlates with the material in the lesson plan.     
 
Updated the Domestic Violence handout contained within the handout packet. 
 

Wayne Lamm made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Sammy Turner seconded.  
No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
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Civil Process:  Updated the information on the scenario handout – updated scenario #2:  ten days 
updated to seven days, scenario #16: $5,000 changed to $10,000; updated AOC forms (these were 
provided as a handout at the meeting since they were made after the mailing of the discs). 

 
Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Steven Warren 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

Rapid Deployment:  Mr. Wayne Ayers provided an overview of the revision to the lesson plan.  
The lesson plan addresses two formations – diamond and rolling T.   The video did not match the 
lesson plan material.  When conducting a room entry, wings need to make contact, arrest, etc.  
The lesson plan and video are being revised so that they are consistent.  
 
There has been a slight modification to the animation dots for this particular part, and the 
animation is being changed to match the information.   
 

Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Randy Shepherd 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Revision Committee Policy Revision:  A printed copy of the current policy with the proposed revisions 
was provided to the members for review.  Mrs. Fisher advised that the proposed revisions consisted of 
removing language addressing electronic voting, which cannot apply since meetings are considered open 
meetings based upon statute.   Information has been added explaining what is a proxy, added open 
meeting laws language, meetings have been recorded, and upon Committee approval, minutes are posted 
within seven days.   
 
Aaron Vassey made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Jeffrey Robinson seconded.  No 
further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 
Explosives & Hazardous Materials Emergencies - Video:  The current fire extinguisher video is being 
considered for reproduction.  There are several options: reproduce a new video, have the instructor 
demonstrate it, remove it, or keep it.  Members would rather keep the video since it is factual, although 
dated, until a new video can be produced.   
 
Input Request – UNC School of Government/e-books:  Ms. Katrina Hunt with the School of 
Government inquired about the use of e-books (electronic books) and whether school directors find them 
useful; are students requesting them more in electronic form than hardback form?  Are there other books 
being used in e-book form outside of what is being offered?  Members provided feedback: 
 
 With the technological age, there may be more and more call for e-books 
 Cost – cheaper? More expensive?  Same? 
 Will it require computers to be issued? 
 Concerns of what version is being used for e-book 
 If agency purchased the books, how will it be handled with hardback, e-books, etc.? 
 What about copyright infringement?  You can create for personal use, but not for distribution. 
 ADA compliance? 
 

 DIVISIONS’ REPORTS 
 

Criminal Justice Standards Division Report (Alex Setzer) 
 
• No report. 
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Sheriffs’ Standards Division Report  
 
• No report.  Autumn Hanna/Julia Lohman/Sirena Jones were unable to attend. 
 
Legal Counsel’s Report (Whitney (Hendrix) Belich) 
 
• A comprehensive legal review of the BLET materials to include non-legal sections is scheduled 

for the near future.   
• Ms. Belich asked for suggestions from members and student or instructor feedback is welcome. 

 
Tracy McPherson (NC Community Colleges) 
 
Ms. McPherson addressed the Committee regarding the North Carolina Administrative Code and the 
terminology of “GED” used within it.  She was seeking guidance from the Committee with regards to 
the types of documentation the agencies are collecting; GED, diploma, transcript, etc.  Several 
members provided feedback. 
 
Ms. McPherson also discussed the “BLET military pathway;” the impact on community colleges.  In 
order to get VA benefits and financial aid, need to be a full-time student, certain number of hours of 
credit, benchmark – if fall below the benchmark, cannot get any benefits, etc.  Looking at the 
competencies in BLET and the results of the gap analysis that was done, the military limited enrollee, 
and what is left for them to take, it rounds to 12 semester hours of credit.  She provided background 
information about what is currently underway and what is being considered in order to better manage 
these situations with military personnel.     
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
               
Future Meeting Dates/Locations 

 
With the recent retirement of Chief Wrenn Johnson, Morehead City PD, Mrs. Fisher felt that the 
October 2015 meeting location should be changed until Chief Johnson’s vacancy could be filled, and 
asked if anyone would be willing to host the October meeting.  Craig Worley, Fayetteville Police 
Department, offered to host the October meeting.  Mrs. Fisher also advised she was looking for 
recommendations for consideration to replace Wrenn Johnson’s seat; an agency representative from 
the eastern part of the state.  The recommendation to the Committee is by appointment of the 
Academy’s Director.   
 
 July 10, 2015 – Fayetteville Police Department, Fayetteville, NC 
 October 2, 2015 – Morehead City Police Department, Morehead City, NC  Fayetteville Police 

Department, Fayetteville, NC 
 

Adjournment 
 
Sammy Turner made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Randy Shephard seconded.  Motion 
carried.  Meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,       Date: 
 
Janet Dunn        April 15, 2015 
Program Assistant 
North Carolina Justice Academy 


