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BLET REVISION COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

October 16, 2015 
Fayetteville Police Department Training Center 

Fayetteville, NC 
 

Jennifer Fisher called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and thanked Craig Worley, Fayetteville Police 
Department, for hosting the October 16, 2015 BLET Revision Committee meeting.  Janet Dunn called the 
roll and introductions were conducted.   
 
Members Present: 
 
Billy Kelly 
Wayne Lamm 
Jeffrey Robinson 
Randy Shepherd 
Sammy Turner 
Aaron Vassey 
Craig Worley 
 
Members Absent: 
 
Rick Barney 
Nancy Bennett 
Mack Creson 
Steve Warren 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present: 
 
Alex Setzer, CJ Standards Division (representing Trevor Allen) 
Autumn Hanna, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
Merrily Cheek, CJ Standards Division 
Joy Strickland, NC Department of Justice (representing Whitney Belich) 
 
Ex-Officio Members Absent: 
 
Steve Combs, CJ Standards Division 
Trevor Allen, CJ Standards Division 
Julia Lohman, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
Sirena Jones, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
Whitney Belich, NC Department of Justice 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Jennifer Fisher, NC Justice Academy 
Janet Dunn, NC Justice Academy 
Gary Dudley, NC Justice Academy 
 
Visitors Present: 
 
Tracy McPherson, NC Community Colleges  
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Approval of April 10, 2015 meeting minutes 

 
Sammy Turner made the motion to accept the minutes as written.  Randy Shepherd seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 

 Curriculum Revisions 
 

Physical Fitness:   
• Revision to the POPAT Validation Report handout changed the wording of “required 

vendors” to “suggested vendors” within Appendix E.  
• Revision to the POPAT Student Evaluation form – adding “Scenario 1” and “Scenario 2” 

instructor signature lines at the top.   
Members also recommended the addition of a student signature line and date at the 
bottom to acknowledge the score.  

 
Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented to the POPAT Validation 
Report, adding the instructor signature lines (Scenario 1 and Scenario 2) at the top and the 
student signature and date at the bottom.  Randy Shepherd seconded.  No further discussion.  
Motion carried. 

 
Arrest, Search & Seizure:  On page 97, “district attorney or assistant district attorney may apply 
for a search warrant to search for and seize …” has been clarified to read, “only upon the request 
of a district attorney or assistant district attorney can an officer apply for …”  This has also been 
referenced with the general statute. 
 

Wayne Lamm made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Jeffrey Robinson 
seconded. No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Interviews: Field & In-Custody:  Minor revisions made to verbiage (him/her) and a new video(s) 
were produced by Academy Video Unit.  Instructor notes revised with video title changes and 
times.  Members were pleased with the new video(s). 
 

Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Aaron Vassey seconded.  
No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Subject Control/Arrest Techniques:  Revisions include a new video and the lesson plan contains 
updated instructor notes with video titles and times.  New role players were used within the 
video(s). 

 
Jeffrey Robinson made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Wayne Lamm 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

Juvenile Law:  Revisions made were a result of changes to juvenile rights, updated with the new 
statutory changes and the interrogation process.  Members inquired about the juvenile rights card 
which, according to Mrs. Fisher, is included in the Arrest, Search, and Seizure block handouts.  
Mrs. Fisher to research the Juvenile Rights card to ensure it is correct – will update if needed. 
 

Randy Shepherd made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Sammy Turner 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

Fingerprinting and Photographing Arrestees:  Updated information regarding the DNA Sample, 
general statute violations are required to take DNA samples with recent general statute changes.  
Pages 17 – 19 were revised based upon these statute changes.  
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Wayne Lamm made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Craig Worley seconded.  
No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

Mrs. Fisher inquired of Joy Strickland the status of the DNA Database Act 2010 as it may be 
updated, and if she should remove the information since it may not be current.  It is currently 
listed as a reference, a supplemental resource.  Ms. Strickland does not know if it was complete.  
Mrs. Fisher posed the question to the Committee; “should we remove it for now since it may be 
out of date and not current.  It can be added back next revision.  Is that acceptable Joy?”  Ms. 
Strickland responded, “Absolutely.”   Found on page 2, cited as:  Strickland, Joy, Amanda 
Thompson, and David Prince. “The DNA Databased Act of 2010.” Salemburg, NC: North 
Carolina Justice Academy, 2012. [On-line]. Available at:  http://ncja.ncdoj.gov/Training-
Materials.aspx [September 2014].  Once the material is update-to-date, it will be added. 

 
Wayne Lamm made a motion to accept the removal of the DNA Database Act 2010 as a 
supplemental resource from the lesson plan.  Sammy Turner seconded.  No further 
discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

Firearms:   
• Page 52 – added a reference to the information about physical reactions to stress and to 

properly site it to the “PPCT Defensive Tactics Instructor Manual.” 
• Revision made to the Firearms Qualification Record handout (changed from 1. Combat Day 

and 2. Combat Day to 1. Combat Day and 2. Combat Night).  And, added the instructor and 
student signature lines at the bottom. 
 
Members recommended for the “Dominant/Support Hand Skills Record”: 

 
(1) Adding an instructor name PRINT line 
(2) Adding an instructor name SIGNATURE line 
(3) Adding an INSTRUCTOR # and DATE line 
(4) Adding a STUDENT signature and DATE line 
(5) Revising statement:  “… do hereby acknowledge that the student listed demonstrated 

____ failed to demonstrate _____ ….” 
 

Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented to include the changes to 
the Qualification Record and Skills Record.  Craig Worley seconded.  No further discussion.  
Motion carried. 

   
ABC Laws and Procedures:  This block is the first block to undergo legal review.  Mrs. Fisher 
asked Ms. Joy Strickland to brief the members on what can be expected during the legal review 
process over the next couple years.  Not only is the legal staff looking to see if statutes or case 
law needs to be updated, but the lesson plan in its entirety to ensure it is properly and effectively 
communicating the curriculum.  If not properly being conveyed, there are concerns that it could 
be negligent training.  Ms. Strickland advised the members that any concerns that are not of a 
legal nature will be deferred to the Committee. 
 
Committee comments: 

 
Mr. Wayne Lamm noted: 
 
(1) Page 9, section 4 – “At the conclusion of the exercise, the instructor must retain the three (3) 

citations in the student’s permanent file.”  Instructors may not have access to a student’s 
permanent file, so recommends changing to:  “The instructor must provide to the school 
director three copies of the citation to be placed in the student’s file.”   
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• Committee members agreed to rewrite the statement to read: “The three (3) citations 
must be retained in the student’s permanent file.” 
 

Mrs. Fisher advised that she will rewrite the instructions regarding the 3 scenarios.  However, 
will leave it at three (3) so that there will be two (2) for practice attempts and one (1) for the 
student’s file.  

 
(2) Page 13, section B – remove the strike-out of “enforce” – keeping “enforce” 

 
(3) Page 20, section 3, a) (1) – “A person may purchase any amount of malt beverage in kegs 

after obtaining a purchase …” and “Possession of over eighty (80) liters of malt beverage 
creates a presumption that it is possessed for the purpose of sale” – seems to be a little 
contradictory.  Mrs. Fisher advised that it the material came from two different statutes; 
N.C.G.S. 18B-303(a)(1) and 18B-304(b)(1).  Ms. Strickland offered a suggestion: change the 
last sentence to read, “Possession of over eighty (80) liters of malt beverage, other than draft 
malt beverages in kegs, creates a presumption that it is possessed for the purpose of sale.”      
 
Aaron Vassey made a motion to accept the lesson plan revisions as discussed.  Wayne Lamm 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

Mr. Aaron Vassey inquired about the necessity for three (3) citations.  “At the conclusion of the 
exercise, the instructor must retain the three (3) citations in the student’s permanent file.”   
Members held discussions and inquired of Ms. Strickland if there are any legal reasons why the 
student must complete three.  Ms. Strickland advised she doesn’t know of any legal reason why 
you would have to have three.  Does the number of citations and the time allotted affect the 
course hours if changed?  The instructor can have the students complete as many citations as 
desired, but only have to retain a lesser number in the file.   

 
Jeffrey Robinson made a motion to reduce the number of citations maintained in a student’s 
permanent file from three (3) to one (1).  Craig Worley seconded.   Motion carried.   

 
Mrs. Fisher presented the legal recommendation to change the title of this block from “ABC Law 
and Procedures” to “Alcohol Beverage Control Laws and Procedures.”  This change would 
consist of two things – move forward with the current lesson plan changes without a title change, 
and then present the title change to E&T, but the title change would take 12 – 18 months 
presumably that it is approved, because of rule-making, public hearing, administrative code 
change process.  The reason behind this recommendation is that many individuals do not know 
what the “C” represents in “ABC.”  ABC is technically an abbreviation and for clarification so, 
for training purposes, nothing can be challenged on the officer’s behalf.  ABC is identified in the 
lesson plan at the beginning of the lesson plan (written as, North Carolina’s Alcoholic Beverage 
Control (ABC) laws), but thereafter, used as ABC.  

 
Wayne Lamm made a motion to change the title of the ABC Laws and Procedures to Alcohol 
Beverage Control Laws and Procedures.  Sammy Turner seconded.  Motion carried.    
 

Motor Vehicle Law:  Additional handouts were provided to the members, separate from those 
previously mailed for review on the disc.  Statutory changes were made regarding defining public 
vehicular area.  Page 35: restrictions regarding CDL are changing from numbers to alpha 
characters.  Page 51: old motor carrier terminology was updated with highway patrol now 
performing motor carrier enforcement duties based upon the statute.  Page 55: more CDL 
restrictions.  Page 105: added information concerning moped registration requirements.  New 
handouts:  pocket cards, new lettering chart for CDLs, (in the folder provided) intoxilyzer 5000 
updated, samples, blank driving while impaired report, two forms that goes with the new 
intoxilyzer DHHS forms – rights to person requested to submit to a chemical analysis to 
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determine alcohol concentration or presence of an impairing substance, and preventive 
maintenance record. 
 

Wayne Lamm made a motion to accept the proposed revisions/additions.  Aaron Vassey 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
First Responder:  Adding epilepsy video from the National Epilepsy Foundation and content on 
epilepsy seizures from the Foundation for officers to assist in looking for clues that someone may 
be having a seizure, what to do, how to handle it.  It is a 12:14 minutes vendor video; $25 through 
the Academy.   
 

Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the proposed revisions/additions.  Billy Kelly 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Controlled Substances: Drug-related overdose; added information that was statutorily updated; 
added limited immunity for Samaritans calling in to seek medical assistance that they not be 
arrested or prosecuted for calling in for a drug-overdose; medical treatment limited immunity. 
 

Randy Shepherd made a motion to accept the proposed revisions/additions.  Sammy Turner 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Civil Process:  All new videos added 
 

Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Randy Shepherd seconded.  
Motion carried. 

 
Anti-Terrorism:  Information updated based upon statutory changes regarding false liens or 
encumbers. 
 

Aaron Vassey made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Wayne Lamm seconded.  
Motion carried. 

 
Orientation:  Page 15 – clarified language, ““A trainee shall have achieved a passing score on the 
comprehensive written examination upon achieving a minimum of 70 percent correct answers on 
each of the six units.”  Page 16 – new military police option of testing, added information of out-
of-state transfers and those with prior military police experience that are granted limited enrollee 
status will be tested on all 6 units of the BLET program.  “To help prepare for the state exam, 
these students, to include out-of-state and military, these students should also thoroughly review 
all BLET training objectives and corresponding lesson plan materials.”  And, adding some 
administrative code requirements.   
 
Concerns:  
  
Page 15:  “Students who fail 3 units cannot re-test and are unable to graduate.”  Should this be 
reworded?  Mrs. Fisher deferred to Ms. Merrily Cheek for clarification, but added that it should 
probably read, “Students who fail 3 units cannot re-test.”  Ms. Cheek agreed.  

 
Aaron Vassey made a motion to accept the proposed revisions.  Sammy Turner seconded.  
Motion carried. 

 
 POPAT:  New POPAT effective July 1, 2015.  Vendors are suggested and not required.  School 

directors do not have to use the vendors, they are suggested.  Schools can create/build your own 
as long as it meets the specifications as noted in the paperwork that has been provided.  Mr. Alex 
Setzer stated that the one comment he hears from the field is in regards to the width of the fence 
not being specified.  Ms. Cheek advised that as the post-deliveries are submitted, she is looking at 
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the post-course evaluation forms for POPAT, looking for any disparities that are evident between 
females and males.  Thus far, there have been none. 
 

 First Responder Curriculum Review Committee - Update 
 

Mrs. Fisher advised that the First Responder block is undergoing a complete redesign.  Included 
will be information about excited delirium, removing Taser probes, decontaminating OC spray. 
This information is coming from the N.C. Office of EMS protocol standards at the first responder 
level, prior to EMS arrival.  Also, looking at removing all the anatomy and physiology, and 
adding the First 5 Minutes material of providing medical care to yourself under fire.  Addition of 
bloodborne pathogens material.   New videos are being considered.  Narcan is being addressed; 
however, it is a general overview. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Appointment/Re-appointment of Committee members 
 
 Chief Billy Kelly, Rockingham Police Department (newest member replacing Chief Wrenn 

Johnson, Morehead City PD, upon her retirement) 
 

 Re-appointments accepted (an additional 3 years) 
o Mack Creson 
o Jeffrey Robinson 
o Randy Shepherd 
o Sammy Turner 
o Aaron Vassey 
o Craig Worley 

 
DIVISIONS’ REPORTS 
 

Criminal Justice Standards Division Report (Merrily Cheek) 
 
• Ms. Cheek advised that she had been informed by a school director that their school is now 

requiring all their videos that any instructor use in a class to be captioned.  Discussion among 
members ensued.  Ms. Strickland added that legal staff will need time to research this area. 

 
Sheriffs’ Standards Division Report (Autumn Hanna) 
 
• Nothing to report. 
 
Legal Counsel’s Report (Joy Strickland for Whitney (Hendrix) Belich) 
 
• Ms. Strickland provided an overview of what to expect as the BLET curriculum undergoes an in-

depth legal review the next couple years. 
• One vacant attorney position at the Academy.  Hopes to make an announcement soon and 

someone in place by November 1st. 
 
Mr. Gary Dudley 
 
• Wayne Ayers, Deputy Director, will be retiring October 31st.  The new Deputy Director of 

Training will be Stacy Holloman.   
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Mrs. Jennifer Fisher 
 
• Mrs. Fisher received a complimentary book, Digital Evidence, author Jeff Welty, and provided 

the members with a copy of the letter that accompanied the book.  Sometimes supplementary 
books are recommended for instructors.  Material may be considered for the next revision to 
Criminal Investigation block. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
               
Future Meeting Dates/Locations  

 
 January 8, 2016 – Criminal Justice Education & Training Standards, Raleigh, NC 
 April 15, 2016 – Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office, Bolivia, NC  
 July 15, 2016 – Cleveland Community College, Shelby, NC  
 October 7, 2016 – Guilford County Sheriff’s Office, Greensboro, NC   

 
Adjournment 
 
Sammy Turner made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Randy Shephard seconded.  Motion 
carried.  Meeting adjourned at 11:55 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,       Date: 
 
Janet Dunn        October 30, 2015 
Program Assistant 
North Carolina Justice Academy 


