
1 

 

BLET REVISION COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES 

April 15, 2016 
Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office 

Bolivia, NC 
 

Jennifer Fisher called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and thanked Sammy Turner, Brunswick County 
Sheriff’s Office, for hosting the April 15, 2016 BLET Revision Committee meeting.  Janet Dunn called 
roll.   
 
Members Present: 
 
Rick Barney 
Nancy Bennett 
Billy Kelly 
Wayne Lamm (represented by Nathan Mizell) 
Jeffrey Robinson 
Randy Shepherd 
Sammy Turner 
Aaron Vassey 
Steve Warren 
 
Members Absent: 
 
Mack Creson 
Craig Worley 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present: 
 
Alex Setzer, CJ Standards Division 
Joy Strickland, NC Department of Justice 
 
Ex-Officio Members Absent: 
 
Steve Combs, CJ Standards Division 
Trevor Allen, CJ Standards Division 
Charminique Branson, CJ Standards Division 
Julia Lohman, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
Autumn Hanna, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
Sirena Jones, Sheriffs’ Standards Division 
Whitney Belich, NC Department of Justice 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Jennifer Fisher, NC Justice Academy 
Janet Dunn, NC Justice Academy 
Gary Dudley, NC Justice Academy 
 
Visitors Present: 
 
None 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Approval of October 16, 2015 meeting minutes 

 
No corrections noted.  Sammy Turner made the motion to accept the minutes as written.  Randy 
Shepherd seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

 Curriculum Revisions 
 

For those topics undergoing revision, the student evaluation form has been updated to reflect the 
most current form/format as well. 
 
Orientation:  Clarifying verbiage to match that in Administrative Code for BLET requirements 
for CJ Training and Standards as well as Sheriffs’ Training and Standards. 

 
Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Aaron Vassey seconded.  
No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Law Enforcement Radio & Procedures:  Updated handout examples for 10-27 and 10-28, 
license and license plates, so that the information does not reflect that of actual individuals.  
Examples were recreated to look more realistically like that found on DCI.    
 

Randy Shepherd made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Sammy Turner 
seconded. No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Juvenile Law and Procedures: Updated areas within the material to match the juvenile miranda 
laws regarding interviewing and interrogation of juveniles if they are under 16 years, as well as 
updated the juvenile miranda cards.  The updated cards with the new juvenile miranda warnings 
can be requested through the North Carolina Justice Academy bookstore.  Handouts have been 
updated reflecting current statutory language. 
 

Rick Barney made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Billy Kelly seconded.  No 
further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Responding to Victims & the Public:  Several sections within the lesson plan that have been 
updated; information specific to the history of the N.C. court system about the supreme court, NC 
court of appeals, superior court, district court, magistrates, district attorneys, public defenders – 
defining the parts of the whole judicial system.  Mrs. Jennifer Fisher has been working with 
DHHS – Deaf and Hard of Hearing division in rewriting the section about interacting and 
communicating with individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing; how to communicate effectively 
and still maintain officer safety tactics.  A new video is also underway but is not yet complete.    

 
Sammy Turner made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Randy Shepherd 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

Criminal Investigation:  Clarifying information added to the lesson plan.  Handouts were 
updated; new SBI-5 form (Evidence Submission Form), new Continuation page, new Computer 
Forensics Examination form, and new Rush Evidence Request form.   
 
Discussion was held regarding the Practical Skills Check-off form.  It was previously revised 
from “Correctly Lifts Latent Prints” to “Lifts Latent Prints.”  This was revised because students 
are not taught how to correctly lift latent prints.  Now, it is being questioned again since students 
are not taught how to lift fingerprints.  Should this even be listed on the form?  After several 
minutes of discussion, members were in agreement that it should be removed from the form 
entirely as it actually falls under “Properly identifies/collects evidence.”   
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Randy Shepherd made a motion to remove the “lifts latent prints” line and let it fall under 
“properly identifies/collects evidence” line.  Nancy Bennett seconded.  No further discussion.  
Motion carried. 
 
Ricky Barney made a motion to accept the revisions to the lesson plan material as presented, 
including the handouts as discussed.  Aaron Vassey seconded.  No further discussion.  
Motion carried. 
 

Motor Vehicle Law:  Statistical data was updated with the number of vehicles registered and also 
updated endorsement information and restrictions.  A correction was needed to address the 
mopeds, where the laws are changing each year about registration and was updated to match the 
statutory language.  Revised the video to match the lesson plan information and updated the 
endnotes.  Handouts were updated:  AOC forms, created a clean version of the Driving While 
Impaired Report.  Members acknowledged reviewing the video and made positive comments 
concerning it. 
 

Jeffrey Robinson made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Randy Shepherd 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

First Responder:  Major revision.  The anatomical material (respiratory system, cardiac system, 
gastroenterology, urinary tract, etc.) was removed.  The new material was written from the 
viewpoint of an officer responding, providing an assessment to the level of what an officer’s 
expectations would be.  A committee consisting of EMTs, basic intermediates, paramedics, and 
law enforcement officers was formed to help with the development.  The proposed material 
consists of excited delirium, decontaminating OC spray, removing Taser probes, providing 
medical care to yourself or another wounded officer; material from the “First Five Minutes” is 
included.  Also, a portion of the “Bloodborne Pathogens” lesson plan material has been included.  
There has been no change in hours, but it is a completely different block of instruction from the 
previous version. 
 
The tourniquet is within the “First Five Minutes” so there is a section as well as practical 
exercises requiring the practice training tourniquet, which is required – will need to be included in 
the training costs for this block of instruction.  The quick clot in the “First Five Minutes” has 
been added, to include the videos demonstrating the tourniquet – commercial as well as 
improvised – as well as the combat gauze.  Permissions for these videos have been received to 
add them to BLET.  Scenarios were created for the practical exercises.   
 
Mr. Aaron Vassey brought up the idea for discussion of using a systematic check-off form since 
this is going to include demonstrations.   
 
Comments: 
 
• Mr. Vassey added although some practical exercises are so vague and abstract it is hard to 

create a check-off list, the main one he is referring to is the proper use of a tourniquet; 
demonstrating the two specific methods – a mandatory practical exercise.   

• Mrs. Fisher added that it would be easy to create, if given the discretion to do so.  The criteria 
have already been established by the Office of EMS of how it is to be applied.   

• Suggestion made to create one check-off sheet for multiple practical exercises contained 
within a single block of instruction.  Mr. Alex Setzer commented that for auditing purposes, it 
would be appreciated.  If a check-off sheet is added, the auditors will adjust their audit sheet 
accordingly.   

• Mr. Robinson expressed a concern of increasing the amount of paperwork being added to the 
student files they must maintain by adding check-off sheets for each practical exercise, 
extending beyond the First Responder block.   
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• Mr. Rick Barney added that he liked having a check-off sheet, confirming that the instructor 
did the exercise and that the student passed.   

• Mr. Sammy Turner suggested that if it is recommended for this block that a review of all 
blocks containing practical exercises should be reviewed and a check-off sheet created.  It is 
confirmation that a student did perform and pass the exercise, leaving the student no room to 
later claim they did not.   

• Mrs. Fisher advised that there were a few options before the committee with regards to the 
practical exercise check-off sheet: 
 
1) Go forward with the lesson plan as it is presented and table the topic of practical 

exercises and check-off sheets in general for all lesson plans 
2) Can create a check-off sheet specific for First Responder regarding the practical exercises 

that are contained within this one block.     
3) Can table the entire First Responder block 
 

• This block will undergo legal review in the future.  If it is the wishes of the Committee, the 
check-off sheet can be tabled until the legal review is done and addressed at that time. 
 
Aaron Vassey made a motion to accept the lesson plan revisions as presented and to table the 
check-off sheet until legal review.  Steve Warren seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion 
carried. 

   
Domestic Violence Response:  Page 28 in the lesson states, “Over half of law enforcement 
officers killed during a domestic violence disturbance are killed during their initial approach to 
the call….”  Then, page 32, it states, “Forty-one percent of the officers were killed in the 
arrival/approach phase.”  There is a conflict in information.  Therefore, it was rewritten in a more 
generalized/generic way, removing the numeric references.   

 
Aaron Vassey made a motion to accept the lesson plan revisions as presented.  Rick Barney 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

Firearms:  Instructor note #16 (page 8), “Instructors should first demonstrate each of these tasks, 
then the student must demonstrate removing the weapon from the holster, reloading the handgun, 
chambering a round of ammunition (dummy round), and clearing a malfunction using first the 
dominant hand only, then the support hand only.  Once the student is proficient with these tasks, 
the drill may be conducted with live ammunition or some type of less than lethal munition such 
as an interactive marking ammunition or blanks, etc., in order to fire the weapon with the use of 
the single hand after having drawn the weapon with that hand versus transitioning from the 
dominant hand to the support hand.”   
 
Instructor Note: (page 44), “NOTE:  Instructor should first demonstrate each of these tasks, 
then the student must demonstrate removing the weapon from the holster, reloading the 
handgun, chambering a round of ammunition (dummy round), and clearing a malfunction 
using first the dominant hand only, then the support hand only.  Once the student is 
proficient with these tasks, the drill may be conducted with live ammunition or some type of 
less than lethal munition such as an interactive marking ammunition or blanks, etc., in 
order to fire the weapon with the use of the single hand after having drawn the weapon with 
that hand versus transitioning from the dominant hand to the support hand.”   

Ms. Vassey was questioned about the language of “may” in these statements and brought it before 
the Committee for discussion.  Members did not find it confusing; however, it was decided that 
“may” would be changed to “must” for clarity in each area. 
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Aaron Vassey made a motion to change “may” to “must” in the respective areas of the lesson 
plan as discussed.  Sammy Turner seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Arrest Search and Seizure:  Updated the information regarding the juvenile miranda warnings to 
match the law changes of under 16 years.  Updated handouts on statutes – show-ups and line-ups 
– and removed the Eyewitness ID Act handout.  Ms. Joy Strickland advised she would check for 
availability of a more current version of the Eyewitness ID Act document.    
 

Rick Barney made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Billy Kelly seconded.   No 
further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Anti-terrorism:  Information on filing false liens or an encumbrance was updated to match 
statutory language.   
 

Randy Shepherd made a motion to accept the revisions as presented.  Sammy Turner 
seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Video Versioning (Alex Setzer) 
 
Mr. Setzer received a question from the field if the video provided to the Committee for review, could 
be used for BLET?  His response was “no.”  Although there has not been a change made to the videos 
that were presented to the Committee for review in the past few years, that is not to say that it would 
never happen.  This discussion led to the question, are the videos marked in such a way that an 
instructor knows which version to use?   
 
The videos are dated in the academic checklist, course management guide, video list, and printed on 
the video disc label.   
 
After discussion, Mr. Setzer advised that the current method of identifying video/lesson plan 
relationship developed by the North Carolina Justice Academy is sufficient.  The Academy has no 
control over the labeling of vendor produced videos. 

 
CIT (Mack Creson was unable to attend – discussion led by Jennifer Fisher) 
 
At the suggestion of management, Mr. Creson was asked to bring before the Revision Committee the 
idea of adding CIT to the BLET curriculum.  Mrs. Fisher inquired if any of the members were 
knowledgeable of CIT.  Several members commented on the CIT material and felt, although it is 
good training, it was too advance for the BLET curriculum.   
 

Jeffrey Robinson made a motion that the CIT information is too advanced for BLET and should 
not be included.  Steve Warren seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion carried. 

 
Practical Exercise Form (Domestic Violence Response) (Jennifer Fisher) 
 
Mrs. Fisher presented for discussion information that a student barely checked-off satisfactory in 
completing the areas listed on the BLET Domestic Violence Response Practical Exercise Form.  The 
student performed just enough to meet satisfactory completion.  The issue that presented itself is that 
there is nothing on the form that addresses officer safety/situational awareness and it is not being 
taught.  The student can perform the task at hand; however, they are oblivious to their surroundings.  
An individual can walk up on the student and they not even know they are there.  But, this is not an 
area listed on the form for evaluation.   
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Is this an area that can be added to the form; adding a statement to address officer safety/situational 
awareness?  However, concerns were expressed that to add this to the form means that it would have 
to be demonstrated and taught.  Mrs. Fisher provided the members with a handout packet that 
contained all the practical exercise(s) forms:  Domestic Violence, Techniques of Traffic, Patrol 
Techniques, and Rapid Deployment.    
 
Mr. Nathan Mizell noted the Patrol Techniques form contains the language, “Utilized officer safety 
tactics throughout situation.”  Suggestion was made to add this language to the other practical 
exercise forms.  Mr. Mizell also added that this language would need to be added to the First 
Responder practical exercise form as well when it is revised during the legal review.  This language 
could be another line added to the Domestic Violence form, Techniques of Traffic form, and the 
Rapid Deployment form.  This line would be graded like the others with a “Satisfactory” or 
“Unsatisfactory” rating.  Mr. Turner questioned, if the instructor can fail a student on officer safety 
tactics, then shouldn’t we teach officer safety before we evaluate them in the area?  Mr. Jeffrey 
Robinson suggested that an instructor note be added to these blocks to ensure that officer safety is 
reviewed before any of the practical exercises are conducted.  If the instructor is demonstrating, they 
should be demonstrating properly, using officer safety tactics anyway.  Mr. Gary Dudley suggested 
that detailed guidelines be provided for consistency, to include a detailed instructor note.  Mr. Turner 
offered an idea of adding a new block of instruction dealing with Officer Safety/Readiness or 
Situational Awareness at the beginning of the curriculum so that it is reinforced and utilized 
throughout the training; dealing with basic concepts. 
 
Mr. Robinson suggested the possibilities of adding situational awareness information to the SCAT 
block until officer safety can be added.  Mr. Turner suggested that it should be stressed in the 
instructor notes in these sections to reiterate officer safety.   
 
Mrs. Fisher suggested that this topic be tabled and encouraged the committee members to discuss it 
further with others.  Members were in agreement. 
 
Armstrong v. Village of Pinehurst (Jennifer Fisher) 
 
Mrs. Fisher provided members a copy of the Armstrong v. Village of Pinehurst.  It was previously 
emailed to the school directors. 
 
Audits (Alex Setzer) 
 
The field representatives are beginning to conduct unannounced BLET site visits, ensuring that the 
current instructor/student lesson plans are being used.   
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Discussion was held regarding the ongoing BLET legal review and the possibilities of making it a 
group effort, in that the revision committee members would gather to assist legal staff with the 
review.  Ms. Strickland advised that there are 17 lesson plans currently in various stages of legal 
review.  It is anticipated that these will be available for review at the October meeting.  It will likely 
take longer than 2 hours to review the material, so this should be taken into consideration when 
planning the October meeting.  

 
DIVISIONS’ REPORTS 
 

Criminal Justice Standards Division Report (Alex Setzer) 
 
• Mr. Trevor Allen was unable to attend.  Mr. Setzer advised no further discussion. 
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Sheriffs’ Standards Division Report  
 
• Ms. Autumn Hanna was unable to attend.  Nothing was provided. 
 
Legal Counsel’s Report (Joy Strickland) 
 
Ms. Strickland commented, with regard to the legal review, as the review is conducted and reaching 
out to the experts, almost every time it was commented it was needed to be updated for a while, and if 
there are things that you have identified within the lesson plan that you think needs to be updated, 
please advise Ms. Strickland and Mrs. Fisher so that they can incorporate those changes, or be 
prepared to address them at the meeting. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
               
Future Meeting Dates/Locations  

 
 July 15, 2016 – Cleveland Community College, Shelby, NC  
 October 7, 2016 – Guilford County Sheriff’s Office, Greensboro, NC   

 
North Carolina Justice Academy (Gary Dudley) 
 
Mr. Dudley announced that the North Carolina Justice Academy has undergone some staffing 
changes.  
 
Three new positions assigned:   
 
 Ben Baughman, Sexual Assault Investigations 
 Carlton Joyner, Community-Oriented Policing Officer 
 Richard White, Use of Force 

 
Staff changes:   
 

• Richard Baric, new Field Training Officer, formerly held by Tony Losada.  Tony Losada has 
been promoted to Training Manager in the Tactical and Traffic Center. 
 

• Leila Humphries, General Instructor Training instructor/coordinator, has retired.  Perry Harris 
is now the new General Instructor Training instructor/coordinator. 

 

• Tim Fuss, formerly Detention Officer Training instructor/coordinator, is now a lieutenant 
with the Hendersonville Sheriff’s Office over Operations and Training at the detention 
facility.  Amanda Stephenson will be assuming the Detention Officer Training position on 
Monday, April 18th. 

 

• Jarrett McGowan is the new Associate Attorney General assigned to the N. C. Justice 
Academy. 

 
Adjournment 
 
Steve Warren made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Randy Shephard seconded.  Motion 
carried.  Meeting adjourned at 12:16 p.m. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted,       Date: 
 
Janet Dunn        April 21, 2016 
Program Assistant 
North Carolina Justice Academy 


