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ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE

POLICY AND PROCEDURES
Purpose and Authority
The authority granted by the North Carolina Administrative Code, Title 12, Chapter 9C, Section .0401 allows the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards Commission to establish a standing committee of the Education and Training Committee known as the Accreditation Committee for the purpose of evaluating both initial and renewal applications for Accreditation of Criminal Justice Schools.  In addition, this Committee is charged with reviewing and revising the accreditation standards as they appear in the Course Management Guide, as well as making recommendations for administrative rule changes where it relates to course administration.  Committee members shall exercise this authority where deemed necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of all course participants, as well as the integrity and consistency of course delivery.
Membership
According to the North Carolina Administrative Code, Title 12, Section 9C, Rule .0401(a), “the Accreditation Committee shall be comprised of two members appointed by the School Director’s Advisory Committee and two members who shall be commission members to include the North Carolina Community Colleges’ representative to the Commission.  The Chairman of the Commission shall appoint the Chairman of the Accreditation Committee.”

Schedule of Meetings
The Accreditation Committee will convene on a quarterly basis prior to the scheduled quarterly meeting of the Education and Training Committee.  The Chairman has the authority to call additional meetings as necessary when required to address time-sensitive agenda items.

Attendance Requirements
Any committee member who is absent for more than two consecutives meetings will be relieved from service on the Committee.

Recommendation for Approval of Accreditation/Reaccreditation
The Standards Division staff reports to the Accreditation Committee that the application for initial accreditation is in compliance.  The Accreditation Committee, pursuant to 12 NCAC 9C.0401(b)(5)(6), will submit a recommendation for approval to the Education and Training Committee which in turn will make a recommendation for approval to the full Commission at its next regularly scheduled meeting.  In instances where accredited schools have been found to be in compliance with 12 NCAC 9B.0200, Standards Division Staff, pursuant to 12 NCAC 9C.0401 (f), shall be authorized to reaccredit on behalf of the Commission.  Such action shall be reported to the Accreditation Committee which in turn will report to the Education and Training Committee at its next scheduled meeting.
Pending Status
The institution/agency (applicant) has been determined to have deficiencies.  However, the Accreditation Committee believes that the applicant can rectify those deficiencies within 90 days.

In the event that the Standards Division staff is unable to verify resolution of those deficiencies within the prescribed time, such matters will be referred to the Accreditation Committee for a recommendation of denial to the Education and Training Committee.
Recommendation for Denial of Accreditation/Reaccreditation
The applicant for accreditation/reaccreditation has been determined to have deficiencies that cannot be rectified within 90 days.  When this occurs, a recommendation for denial which outlines the respective findings of the Accreditation Committee will be made to the Education and Training Committee.  Staff will give written notice to the applicant 30 days prior to the next scheduled Education and Training Committee meeting as to the date, time and location  so that they may attend and have input if they so desire.  A notice of Education and Training Committee action will be sent to the applicant via certified mail within 30 days from the date of Education and Training Committee action.  Included with the notice of denial will be a letter outlining the right to appeal and the procedure for doing so.

Should an applicant elect to seek subsequent consideration, the institution/agency must complete a new application for accreditation.

Suspension/Revocation of Accreditation
If an applicant has committed rule violations or has been found to have issues of non-compliance with any Commission Administrative Rule or the Course Management Guide, a recommendation will be made by the Accreditation Committee to the Education and Training Committee on possible sanctions.  Terms of those sanctions will be determined by the Education and Training Committee in accordance with 12 NCAC 9A.0202.  If probable cause is found, Standards Division staff will issue a suspension/revocation letter with appeal rights within 30 days of committee action.
